
Dear Steve Rotheram,

Liverpool Deserves Better – Act Now on Northern’s Sunday Cuts

I am urgently calling on you to oppose Northern Trains’ decision to halve Sunday 
services on key routes into Liverpool from 14th December. These cuts - 
reducing hourly trains to one every two hours on routes to Manchester Airport, 
Blackpool, Wigan, St Helens, Warrington and Manchester Oxford Road - will leave 
passengers stranded and damage Liverpool’s economy at the busiest time of the 
year.

Ten trains will be cut every Sunday. Most stations will face two-hour gaps 
between services. If someone misses a train because a bus is late or parking is 
full, they will simply stay away. That means fewer shoppers, fewer visitors, and a 
direct hit to our city centre businesses.

Northern is government-run. There is no justification for a “second-class” 
timetable. What’s worse, neither our Labour MPs nor your office have spoken 
out. Liverpool should not be silent while our transport links are downgraded.

I am asking you to:

1. Publicly oppose these reductions and acknowledge the harm they will 
cause to Liverpool’s economy and accessibility.

2. Press Northern Trains and the Department for Transport to reverse the 
decision and restore hourly Sunday services without delay.

3. Secure assurances that Liverpool will not be subjected to further service 
downgrades in future timetables.

Liverpool deserves a reliable rail service - not one that turns people away.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Liz Makinson

Calderstone Ward, Liverpool Liberal Democrats
Merseytravel Committee Member

Steve Rotheram
Mayor of the Liverpool City Region 
1 Mann Island
Liverpool
L3 1BP
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